


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On March 21, 2020, Hidalgo County saw its first positive case of COVID-19, just weeks after the county's Office of Emergency Management and its Department of Health and 

Human Services had stepped up its Emergency Preparedness level in anticipation of the arrival of this pandemic. 

Since then, more than 28,000 people in Hidalgo County have tested positive for the virus and we have seen more than 1,200 of our neighbors, family and friends die from 

complications of this disease. Along the way, we have engaged with local, state and federal officials to fashion a response that would slow the spread of this virus and provide 

for the necessary health care for those who contract the disease. 

We commend the response by local officials from health care workers to first responders to those working diligently to deliver goods to our residents. We are appreciative of 

the help that has been sent to us by the State and Federal government. The $151 million that was initially allocated to us by the federal CARES Act has been a blessing -- and 

a challenge. We have had to balance the differing needs and priorities of 22 municipalities while remaining focused on the public safety and the economic well-being of this 

community. We are proud of the way in which we have achieved this balance.

Our objective as stewards of this funding is to disseminate it equitably to urban and rural residents. We confront two realities: this disease is not going away soon; and, 

ultimately, we are responsible for ensuring that the funding is spent in the manner prescribed by Congress. 

We invite the inquiry by the Rio Grande Valley delegation to the Texas Legislature pursuant to Chapter 552, Section 552.008 of the Government Code, Information for 

Legislative Purposes. 

This package contains a graphical overview of CARES Act funding, distribution, expenditures and budgeting by five committees that were tasked with developing a unified 

strategy for Hidalgo County. We are proud of their work and we believe it should serve as a model for dealing with the pandemic and the community's economic well- being. 

The overview includes summary answers to the eight questions posed by the Legislative delegation. 

The Appendix section contains specific information that is responsive to the information being sought by the delegation. We look forward to future collaboration regarding 

Hidalgo County's efforts to containment and recovery as it relates to this virus. 











COMMITTEE ALLOCATION 

Total Funding for $ 
Hidalgo County: 

•
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